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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


November,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied 
for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  January  1,  1994,  their 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2427  Bob  Byrne,  P.  O.  Box  26062,  Tanarac,  Florida  33320 

2428- MT  Bobby  G.  Rogers,  1722  Westmar,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78227 

(Japan,  Korea,  Cash  Coins) 

2429- MT  Douglas  Smith,  P.  O.  Box  28413,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21234-8413 

(Ancient  & Provincial  Chinese) 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 

Capt.  John  E.  Sandrock 

BB97.NarA:1968:CTIG 

NARAIN,  AWADK  K. 

The  coin  types  of  the  Indo-Greek  kings,  256-54  B.C. 

Pub.  1968,  42pp,  not  illus. 

John  L.  Pieratt 


a.  In  the  October  Librarian’s  Report  we  listed  a new  work  by  John  Pieratt  on 
Vietnam  and  Chinese  Hell  Notes.  Since  that  time  John  has  added  about  85  additional 
pages  on  the  same  subject,  which  brings  his  study  to  about  100  pages. 

b.  Annarn  and  Vietnam  - Collected  Notes.  About  180  pages.  This  is  a 
compilation  of  notes  John  has  made  over  the  years  on  this  area  of  South  East  Asia. 
They  are  from  all  sources,  and  researchers  might  want  to  borrow  this  collection  as  a 
double  check  against  their  own  references. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Capt.  Sandrock  for  additional 
numismatic  material  donated  to  the  NI  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

Fantasy  Laotian  Bronze  Lat 


A few  months  ago  I came  upon  what  seemed  to  be  a Laotian  bronze  lat  of  a type  I 
had  never  seen  before  (sketch  below).  Never  able  to  resist  the  curious,  I bought  it, 
presuming  it  to  be  somehow  related  to  the  two  run-of-the-mill  debased  "tiger  tongue" 
lats  of  1 8th/l  9th  century  south  Laos  which  the  same  dealer  had  in  stock 


(Mitchiner,  Non-Islamic  States , nos.  3013-7).  Being  unable  to  find  its  like  in  any 
reference  book,  I eventually  wrote  to  Joe  Cribb  at  the  British  Museum,  and  he  was 
able  to  tell  me  that  it  was  in  fact  a 1970’s  imitation  of  a Laotian  lat,  of  a type  made 
for  sale  to  Americans  during  the  Vietnam  War.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  I couldn’t 
find  it  in  any  reference  book,  as  the  thing  was,  in  effect,  a fantasy  coin!  Not  that  this 
"bad  news"  perturbed  me  unduly:  I also  collect  fakes  and  forgeries,  so  the  piece 
simply  went  (albeit  unexpectedly)  into  my  Black  Museum  rather  than  into  my  Far 
East  Currency  collection.  Another  lesson  learned,  and  all  that.  But  curiosity  now 
prompts  me  to  write  this  letter,  for  I find  myself  wondering  if  any  readers  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN  who  served  in  the  Vietnam  War  knowingly  or  otherwise  bought  one  of 
these  forgeries  whilst  over  there.  If  so,  I would  be  grateful  if  they  would  drop  me  a 
line  giving  a few  details  of  where  and  when  bought,  and  perhaps  a rough  sketch.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  build  up  a picture  of  the  variety  of  types  produced. 

Bob  Forrest 

53  Bannerman  Avenue 

Prestwich 

Manchester  M25  5Dr 
England 


HOUDINI  FLEW  FIRST  AIRPLANE  IN  AUSTRALIA 

It  is  in  the  history  books  that  the  first  airplane  flown  in  Australia  was  piloted  by 
Harry  Houdini  on  March  16,  1910  at  Digger’s  Rest,  and  won  a trophy  for  it.  Does 
anyone  know  if  there  was  a token  or  medal  struck  to  commemorate  this  event?  It 
would  be  an  interesting  item  to  add  to  a collection.  If  none  exist,  maybe  a centennial 
medal  would  be  a good  idea  in  the  future. 


(Submitted  by  Mike  Davis) 
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READING  AND  INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  LEGENDS 
OF  THE  YAIJDHEYA  COINS  OF  CLASS  3 


Devendra  Handa,  Chandigarh,  India,  NI  #2404 

The  first  Yaudheya  copper  coins,  including  the  six-headed  Karttikeya  type,  were 
published  by  James  Prinsep.1  Later  Cunningham  brought  to  light  a unique  silver  and 
many  other  copper  coins.  He  described  the  former  as  follows: 

Round  silver  coin,  slightly  broken  at  one  edge,  weight  26  grains.  Unique. 

Obv.  Six-headed  male  figure  standing  to  the  front,  holding  a spear  in 
the  right  hand,  the  left  hand  resting  on  the  hip.  Inscription  in 
Indian  letters  of  an  early  date,  Bhdgavato  Swamina  Brdhmanya 
Yaudheya. 

Rev.  Rayed  female  figure  standing  to  the  front  with  right  hand 
upraised,  and  left  hand  resting  on  the  hip.  Beneath  her  feet  a 
vase;  to  the  right  a Buddhi  tree  surrounded  by  a Buddhist 
railing;  to  the  left  a Chaitya,  surrounded  by  Dharma  Chakra, 
or  a "holy  wheel"  symbol;  the  whole  surrounded  by  a circle  of 
dots.2 

Cunningham  observes  that  it  is  "a  very  curious  silver  coin  of  a Brahmanical  chief  of 
the  Yaudheyas,  Brahmana  Deva,  a worshipper  of  Bhagavata."  He  also  noted  that 
"Some  years  ago  Major  Herschel  of  the  Engineers,  kindly  presented  me  with  a large 
number  of  copper  coins  of  this  chief;  but  the  name  Yaudheya,  which  is  found  on  the 
silver  coin,  does  not  form  part  of  their  legend."3  Amongst  the  copper  coins  he 
particularly  mentioned  a small  copper  coin  of  29  grains  of  a very  superior  execution 
which  he  suspected  to  be  an  ancient  forgery  of  the  silver  coins,  and  others  of  121-139 
grains  of  a much  coarser  workmanship.  On  these  copper  coins  he  read  and 
interpreted  the  legend  as  Bhdgavato  Swdmina  Brahmanya  Devasya , "(coin)  of  the 
worshipper  of  Bhagavata,  the  chief  Brahma  Deva."4  Cunningham  also  noted  the 
heavier  coins  with  the  legend  Bhdgavato  Swdmi  and  a male  figure  holding  a trident 
on  the  obverse  and  deer  with  subsidiary  symbols  of  svastika,  tree,  chaitya,  Srivatsa 
(double  S-shaped),  vase  etc.  on  the  reverse.5  Later,  he  rightly  identified  the  six- 
headed figure  on  these  coins  as  ShanmukhI,  Shadanana  or  Karttikeya.6  He  dated 
these  coins  tentatively  between  100  B.C.  to  100  A.D.7 

Following  Cunningham,  Rapson  also  held  Brahmanya  Deva  to  be  a Yaudheya  king.8 
Some  years  later,  publishing  some  more  copper  coins  of  this  type,  Rapson  observed 
that  "The  big,  rude  pieces  of  the  chief  who  calls  himself  Svami  Brahmanya  Yaudheya 
may  be  assigned  to  the  second  century  A.D."9 

In  1 93 1 , Chakrabortty  restored  the  legend  as  Bhagavatah  Svamino  Brahmanyadevasya , 
"coin  of  (dedicated  to)  Almighty  Lord  Brahmanyadeva",  and  observed  that  "Here 
Brahmanyadeva  is  not  the  name  of  a king  as  presumed  by  Smith.  It  is  surely  the 
national  god  Karttikeya  the  war-god,  to  whom  the  warlike  Yaudheyas  dedicated  their 
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coins.  Whatever  doubt  we  might  have  is  set  at  rest  by  the  substitution  of  Kumarasa, 
another  name  of  Karttikeya  for  Brahmanyadevasya  in  some  of  the  coins...."10  In 
1936,  Allan  divided  the  Yaudheya  coins  in  six  classes  putting  the  six-headed  silver 
and  copper  coins  in  Class  3,  datable  to  second  century  A.D.  He  read  the  legend  as 
Bhagavata  Svamino-Brahmanya  Yaudheya  or  Y audheya-bhagavata- svamino 
Brahmanyas(y)a  on  the  silver  coin  interpreting  it  as  "Of  Brahmanya  (a  name  of 
Karttikeya),  the  divine  lord  of  the  Yaudheyas."  The  legend  on  the  copper  coins  was 
read  by  him  as  Bhdgavata-Sv amino  Brahmanya-devas(y)a  Kumaras(y)a,  i.e.,  "Of 
Kumara,  the  divine  lord  Brahmanyadeva."11 

J.  N.  Banerjea  held  that  the  word  Bhagavata  in  the  legends  of  both  the  silver  and 
copper  coins  should  be  read  as  Bhagavatah  or  Bhagavato  and  observed  that  "in  both 
the  cases  the  genitive  case-ending  of  the  name  of  the  divinity  and  of  the  attributive 
epithet  Svami  (the  reading  Bhagavato  in  place  of  Bhagavat  (sic.  Bhagavata ) would 
better  fit  in  with  the  general  sense  of  the  coin  legend)  shows  that  the  coins  were 
issued  in  the  name  of  the  deity."  Elaborating  further,  he  pointed  out  that  the 
"Yaudheya  state  was  dedicated  to  their  spiritual  lord  Karttikeya  who,  thus,  became 
their  temporal  lord  also,  probably  sometime  after  their  debacle  in  the  hands  of  the 
great  Saka  Satrap  Rudradaman.  The  coins,  thus,  were  really  issued  in  the  name  of 
the  god,  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal  ruler  of  the  tribe  in  their  times  of  stress 
and  tribulation."12  Accepting  this  suggestion,  D.  C.  Sircar  deciphered  the  legend  on 
the  silver  coin  as  Bhagavato  Svamino  Brahmanyasya  Yaudheyanam  and  interpreted 
it  as  "(coin)  of  the  Divine  Lord  Brahmanya.  (Coin)  of  the  Yaudheyas."13  S. 
Chattopadhyaya,  however,  favours  Allan’s  reading  and  Banerjea’ s interpretation  and 
observes  that  "the  Yaudheyas,  before  they  went  into  war  against  the  Kusanas, 
dedicated  their  state  to  the  war  lord  Karttikeya  and  fought  in  his  name."14 

Jai  Prakash  does  not  find  Banerjea’s  suggestion  to  be  convincing  and  we  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  his  own  words  even  at  the  risk  of  some  length  to  know  his  line  of 
thinking.  He  observes  that  "Even  his  (i.e.,  Banerjea’s)  emendation  of  the  legend  in 
no  way  supports  the  dedication  of  the  Yaudheya  State  to  Kumara  Karttikeya. 
Acceptance  of  his  suggestion  implies  that  the  Y audheyas  by  having  accepted  Kumara 
as  their  temporal  lord  assumed  for  themselves  a Divine  Kingship,  which  is  otherwise 
totally  unevidenced.  But  even  if  they  did  so  why  did  they  fail  to  decorate  their 
‘temporal  ruler1  with  the  popular  regal  epithets  of  the  time.  Both  the  silver  and 
copper  coins  contain  Svamino  (possibly  borrowed  from  Western  Kshatrapa  royal 
honorific  Svami).  The  Western  Kshatrapas  who  popularised  this  title  i.e.,  Svami, 
never  used  it  without  associating  it  with  raho.  Further  this  associated  title  was  used 
for  subordinate  Kshatrapa  kings,  authorised  to  issue  money  in  their  names  by  the 
ruling  Mahakshatrapa.  The  use  of  Svami , in  spite  of  its  literal  meaning  ‘lord1,  should 
not  be  taken  to  mean  the  independent  status  of  Karttikeya.  Since  the  use  of  Svami 
as  a part  of  the  coin  legend  was  popularized  by  the  Western  Kshatrapas,  it  can  be 
held  that  the  Yaudheya  coins  of  this  class  were  issued  after  they  became  independent 
of  the  Kshatrapas.  And  it  was  to  mark  their  independence  that  they  issued  these 
commemorative  coins,  for  regular  currency,  in  the  name  of  their  tutelary  deity.  Thus, 
the  Yaudheya  silver  pieces  and  their  like  in  copper,  were  issued  to  honour  and 
eulogise  Karttikeya,  to  whose  special  favour  the  Yaudheyas  might  have  ascribed  their 
independence  from  the  3aka  servitude.  These  coins  thus  are  really  commemorative 
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coins.  Large  number  of  coins  of  this  class  confirm  their  being  meant  as  a regular 
money  of  the  tribe  and  their  commemorative  nature  is  attested  by  the  absence  of  regal 
titles  on  them.  This  legend,  we  feel,  means  — [In  the  name  or  in  honour]  of  the 
worshipful  [or  divine]  lord,  Brahmanyadeva  Kumara,  [of  the]  Yaudheyas."15 

Jai  Prakash,  thus,  takes  these  coins  as  commemorative  issues  because  of  the  absence 
of  the  regal  titles  on  them.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  India  did  not  know  of 
commemorative  coins  at  that  period  and  the  administration  of  a state  in  the  name  of 
an  honourable  one  or  a deity  is  deeply  entrenched  in  her  culture.  It  is  well  known 
that  Bharata  ruled  over  Ayodhya  in  the  name  of  Rama.  A sealing  from  Bhita 
provides  evidence  that  illustrious  Maharaja  Gautamlputra  Vrishadhvaja,  the  penetrator 
of  the  Vindhyas,  had  dedicated  his  kingdom  to  the  great  lord  Mahasena  (Karttikeya) 
in  the  third-fourth  century  A.D.  — Sri  Vindhyabhedana  Maharajasya  Mahe&vara- 
Mahdsendtisrishta-rajyasya  Vnshadhvaja-Gautamfputrasya.16  The  practice  of 
entrusting  kingdoms  to  an  ishta-devata,  therefore,  seems  to  have  been  well  known  in 
the  ancient  period.  The  administration  in  Kulu  being  carried  out  in  the  name  of  Rama 
and  of  the  Travancore  and  Cochin  States  in  the  name  of  Padmanabha  (Vishnu)  are  too 
well  known  to  need  any  elucidation.17  So  Banerjea’s  suggestion  regarding  the 
dedication  of  the  Yaudheya  state  to  its  tutelary  deity  Brahmanyadeva  seems  to  be  far 
more  logical  than  that  of  Jai  Prakash  and  has  therefore  been  generally  accepted  by 
almost  all  the  subsequent  writers.18 

Jai  Prakash’s  suggestion  regarding  the  use  of  the  word  Svami  on  the  Yaudheya  coins 
under  consideration  as  having  been  borrowed  from  the  Western  Kshatrapa  royal 
honorific  Svami  also  needs  reconsideration.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  title  has  been 
used  on  Yaudheya  coins  and  later  in  many  other  inscriptions  with  the  names  or  titles 
of  Karttikeya  — Svami  Mahasena,19  Bhagavatasvami  Karttikeyasvami,20 
(Shadanana)  Svami,21  Mahasvamideva,22  etc.  but  it  cannot  be  accepted  to  have  been 
the  subordinate  Western  Kshatrapa  title.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  Svami  as  the 
name  or  title  of  Karttikeya  occurs  in  the  Skanda-yaga23  (the  same  as  Dhurtakalpa, 
a Parisishta  of  the  Atharvaveda  XX),  which  is  generally  assigned  to  circa  400  B.C.  - 
Svamine  namah  Sankarayagniputrdya  Knttikdputrdya  namah  //  VI.5. 

The  use  of  the  word  Svami  on  the  Yaudheya  coins  should  therefore  be  derived  from 
the  Skandayaga  and  the  popularity  of  this  title  for  Karttikeya.  The  popular  south 
Indian  name  Subrahmanya  Svami  and  Balasvami  (occurring  in  Kumara-tantra u)  also 
indicate  in  the  same  direction.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  this  title  became  popular 
even  with  the  Western  Kshatrapas  quite  some  time  after  Rudradaman  who  boasts  of 
having  defeated  the  Yaudheyas.  We,  therefore,  think  that  the  word  Svami  in  the  coin- 
legends under  consideration  has  been  used  as  an  epithet  of  Karttikeya  and  not  in  the 
sense  of  "lord"  or  ruler.  On  the  silver  coin  it  occurs  along  with  Brahmanya  and  on 
the  copper  coins  with  Brahmanyadeva  and  Kumara.  The  use  of  more  than  one  epithet 
is  not  unusual  in  Indian  literature  and  epigraphs. 

The  Yaudheya  power  was  eclipsed  by  the  Scytho-Parthian-Kushana  supremacy  over 
northern  India  and  they  seem  to  have  found  a safer  refuge  in  the  hills  adjoining  the 
plains  of  south-east  Haryana  and  western  Uttar  Pradesh,  contiguous  to  the 
Bahudhanyaka  region  of  the  tribe.  The  Yaudheyas  seem  to  have  continued  fighting 
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against  the  mighty  Kushana  empire  whenever  they  got  the  opportunity  and  may  have 
held  the  ground  on  certain  occasions  to  earn  the  title  of  "heroes  amongst  the 
Kshatriyas."  Huvishka  may  have  adopted  "Skando-Komaro  Bizago"  and  "Skando- 
Komaro  Maaseno  Bizago"  on  his  coins25  to  appease  and  please  the  Yaudheyas.  It 
seems  that  at  the  death  of  Huvishka  the  Yaudheyas  struck  at  the  Kushanas  to  regain 
their  Bahudhanyaka  territory.  The  Kushana  emperor  Vasudeva  I who  had  just 
ascended  the  throne  may  have  sent  some  of  his  forces  and  directed  his  ally  Chashtana 
or  his  successor  to  join  his  forces  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  Yaudheyas.  He  did 
not  think  it  to  be  prudent  on  his  part  to  leave  his  capital  himself  to  fight  against  the 
Yaudheyas.  Chashtana’ s courageous  grandson  Rudradaman  may  have  led  the  §aka 
contingent.  The  battle  seems  to  have  been  an  indecisive  one.  The  Yaudheyas 
probably  wrested  some  of  the  territory  along  the  foothills  (where  we  find  their  coins 
of  Class  3 circulating  later)  and  the  Kushanas  feeling  satisfied  to  have  checked  them 
to  advance  any  further.  S.  Chattopadhyaya  also  thinks  that  the  non-availability  of  any 
Kushana  records  from  the  year  60  to  64  (=  138-142  A.D.)  and  the  non-mention  of 
the  Kushanas  in  Rudradaman’ s Junagarh  Prasasti  indicates  that  the  Yaudheyas  had 
pushed  the  Kushanas  to  the  background.26  The  Yaudheyas  were  the  worshippers  of 
the  war-god  Karttikeya.  The  restriking  of  coins  by  them  after  a gap,  now  in  the  name 
of  their  tutelary  deity,  thus,  seems  to  have  been  quite  natural.  In  these  circumstances, 
it  does  not  sound  logical  that  they  would  adopt  the  subordinate  title  of  Svami  for  their 
god  borrowing  it  from  the  Western  Kshatrapas.  This  title,  on  the  other  hand,  seems 
to  have  been  adopted  as  it  occurred  in  tradition  from  the  period  of  Skandayaga 
onwards  for  the  god. 

In  1977,  Nisar  Ahmad  came  out  with  a suggestion  that  since  the  word  Yaudheya  of 
the  silver  coin  is  substituted  by  the  word  Kumara  on  the  copper  coins,  the  latter 
stands  for  the  name  of  the  tribe.  Referring  to  some  literary  references  to  the 
Kumaras,  he  attributed  these  coins  to  the  Kumaras.27  Shastri  pointed  out  the 
linguistic  difficulty  in  accepting  this  suggestion28  but  P.  L.  Gupta  has  vehemently 
upheld  Nisar  Ahmad’s  view  dismissing  Shastri’s  arguments  as  "grammatical 
jugglery".29  The  internal  evidence  of  the  coins  themselves,  however,  indicates  that 
the  word  Kumara  stands  for  Shanmukha  Karttikeya  ( Kumarah  shanmukhah  karyah 
Sikhandaka-vibhushanah)  and  not  for  any  tribe  of  this  name.30  We  have  discussed 
this  problem  in  details  elsewhere31  but  may  point  out  without  repeating  all  our 
arguments  that  the  Kumaras  have  not  been  mentioned  in  the  Critical  Edition  of  the 
Mahabharata  and  in  the  Puranas,  to  which  Nisar  Ahmad  has  drawn  our  attention, 
they  have  been  mentioned  under  the  " Dakshinapatha  Janapadah".  The  said  coins, 
therefore,  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  Kumara  people.  The  legends  on  the  silver  and 
copper  coins  of  Class  3 of  the  Yaudheyas  should  therefore  be  interpreted  as 
following:  - 

1.  Yaudheya-bhagavata-Svami  - Brahmanya(sya) 

"Of  the  Yaudheya  god  Svami  Brahmanya  (i.e.,  Karttikeya)." 

2.  Bhagavata-Svamino  Brahmanyadevas(y)a  Kumaras(y)a 

"Of  the  god  Svami  Brahmanyadeva  Kumara." 
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THE  HOARD  OF  1992 


(The  following  comes  to  NI  from  a clipping  with  a date  line  of  NEW  YORK  January 
1,  2092,  sent  in  by  a member  from  Florida.) 


The  numismatic  world  was  recendy  enlightened  by  a find,  unearthed  by  two  scuba 
divers  searching  for  historic  items  off  the  small  Florida  island  known  as  Hollywood 
Hills  - one  of  the  few  land  areas  left  in  South  Florida  after  the  "Great  Global 
Warming"  of  the  last  century,  which  inundated  most  of  the  part  of  Florida  south  of 
Orlando  which  is  still  known  as  the  "Playground  of  America". 

The  coins,  37  in  the  lot,  were  first  sent  to  the  International  Museum  in  New  York  and 
later  to  the  large  museum  in  Colorado  Springs,  neither  of  which  could  identify  the 
items  as  they  only  have  Ancient  and  Precious  Metal  Collections.  The  identification 
and  attribution  was  made  by  the  Curator  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection  for  the  Dallas 
based  NI  organization.  They  reported  that  after  much  review  of  the  numismatic 
literature,  a copy  of  the  150th  ANA  Anniversary  Reprint  Edition  of  the  "Standard 
World  Numismatic  Encyclopedia"  on  Electronic  Media,  produced  by  the  famous 
authors  Krause  and  Mishler  in  2042,  was  used  to  identify  the  hoard. 

All  items  were  attributed  except  two  - one  "No  Cash  Value"  token  and  one  plain  slug. 
The  listings  included  Metal,  Country  of  Origin,  Denomination  and  other  attribution 
marks,  historically  known  as  "mintmarks". 

Since  these  nation-states  no  longer  exist  and  are  now  part  of  the  Regional  Co- 
operative Zones  of  the  "New  World  Order",  they  have  been  reviewed  separately  by 
the  EC,  Caribbean  Community  and  the  Latin  American  Section. 

Several  different  base  metals  were  identified  by  the  "Encyclopedia",  none  from  the 
Ancient  period  or  the  Precious  Metal  period  which  ended  about  a century  and  a half 
ago.  They  seem  to  represent  money  of  the  fifty  year  period  known  as  the  "Token 
Metal"  time  before  the  universal  acceptance  of  electronic  transfer  which  was  built  into 
the  cellular  phones  introduced  during  the  last  decade  before  the  turn  of  the  last 
century. 

The  hoard  contained  portraits  of  two  of  the  few  remaining  Royal  Monarchs  of  the  day 
- Queen  Elizabeth  II  of  Great  Britain  and  King  Carlos  I of  Spain.  The  Spanish  5 
Peseta  commemorating  the  World  Soccer  Games  also  had  another  interesting  carry 
over  from  the  practice  of  using  STARS  as  mintmarks  with  the  last  part  of  the  date 
incused  within  as  80  for  1980.  The  5 point  star  represented  the  Madrid  Mint.  By  the 
time  of  this  hoard  most  countries  had  abandoned  the  use  of  mintmarks.  A Mo  was 
noted  on  the  Mexican  Pesos  of  1984,  1985  and  1986  and  an  So  for  Santiago  on  the 
Chilean  piece  of  1976  in  copper-nickel  and  on  the  1978  & 1979  struck  in  aluminum- 
bronze. 
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Queen  Elizabeth  was  in  her  sixties  when  the  coins  bearing  her  portrait  were  struck, 
but  she  outlived  her  very  famous  great-great-grandmother  Victoria  before  leaving  her 
Crown  to  King  Charles  III. 

The  Spanish  section  of  the  hoard,  in  addition  to  the  mother  country,  had  specimens 
for  some  of  her  former  colonies:  Mexico,  Venezuela,  Chile  and  Uruguay,  and  the 
former  Portuguese  colony  of  Brazil  was  represented  by  a 10  Cruzeiro  coin  of  stainless 
steel,  dated  1982. 

The  States  of  the  EC  included  England,  France,  Germany  and  Greece.  The  oldest 
coin  was  a 2 Pfennig  German  piece  dated  1950  (just  5 years  after  that  country  was 
defeated  by  the  conflict  known  as  World  War  II).  Experts  dated  the  hoard  by  the 
latest  coin  which  was  a small  copper-nickel  5 Pence  from  England  marked  1991. 

The  most  interesting  group  was  from  the  area  closest  to  the  hoard  site,  mostly  islands: 
Bermuda,  Bahamas,  Cayman  Islands,  Dominican  Republic,  Jamaica,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  along  with  one  marked  "East  Caribbean  States".  The  Panama  coins  dated 
1982,  1983  and  1986  were  struck  in  a composition  metal  listed  as  "copper-nickel- 
clad-copper"  and  showed  the  bust  of  their  discoverer  Balboa,  which  was  also  the 
denomination. 

The  find  indicates  that  commerce  and  travel  between  South  Florida  and  these  three 
areas  were  quite  common  in  the  days  of  jet  transportation,  the  time  before  the  inter- 
starlactic  travel  period  began. 


Listing  of  the  Hoard 


BAHAMAS 

1 Cent 

Brass 

1984 

KM-59 

5 Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1981 

KM-60 

BERMUDA 

5 Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1986 

KM -45 

(Queen  Angel  Fish) 

BRAZIL 

10  Cruzeiros 

Stainless  Steel 

1982 

KM-592 

CAYMAN 

10  Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1977 

KM- 3 

ISLANDS 

(Green  Turtle) 

CHILE 

1 Peso 

Copper-Nickel 

1976 

KM-208 

1 Peso 

Aluminum-Bronze 

1978 

KM-208a 

1 Peso 

Aluminum-Bronze 

1979 

KM-208 a 

(Portrait  of  Liberator 

B.  O’ Higgins) 

DOMINICAN 

25  Centavos 

Copper-Nickel 

1974 

KM-20a.2 

REPUBLIC 

25  Centavos 

Copper-Nickel 

1984MO 

KM-61 

(Human  Rights  - Sisters  Mirabel) 

25  Centavos 

Copper-Nickel 

1986 

KM-61 

(Human  Rights  - Sisters  Mirabel) 

25  Centavos 

Nickel-Clad  Steel 

1989 

KM-71 

(Native  Culture,  Ox  Cart) 
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EAST  CARIB- 

25  Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1987 

KM-5 

BEAN  STATES 

FRANCE 

20  Centimes 

Aluminum-Bronze 

1983 

KM- 105 

(Paris  - Cornucopia  Privy  Marie) 

GERMANY 

1 Deutsche  Marie 

Copper-Nickel 

1964D 

KM-110 

(D  - Munich  Mintmarie) 

1 Deutsche  Mark 

Copper-Nickel 

1990G 

KM-110 

(G  - Karlsruhe  Mintmarie) 

2 Pfennig 

Bronze 

1950J 

KM- 106 

(J  - Hamburg  Mintmarie) 

GREAT 

One  Penny 

Bronze 

1988 

KM-935 

BRITAIN 

1 New  Penny 

Bronze 

1971 

KM-915 

5 Pence 

Copper-Nickel 

1990 

KM-937b 

5 Pence 

Copper-Nickel 

1991 

KM-937b 

(All  with  Portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II) 

GREECE 

2 Drachm ai 

Nickel-Brass 

1986 

KM- 130 

(Portrait  of  Georgios  Karaiskakis) 

JAMAICA 

10  Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1983 

KM -47 

10  Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1985 

KM -47 

10  Cents 

Copper-Nickel 

1986 

KM-47 

(Lignum  Vitae) 

MEXICO 

1 Peso 

Stainless  Steel 

1984MO 

KM-496 

1 Peso 

Stainless  Steel 

1985MO 

KM-496 

1 Peso 

Stainless  Steel 

1986MO 

KM-496 

(Portrait  of  Jose  Moreles  y Pavon 

PANAMA 

1/4  Balboa 

Cop.-Nic.  Clad  Copper  1982 

KM-lla 

1/4  Balboa 

Cop.-Nic.  Clad  Copper  1983 

KM-lla 

1/4  Balboa 

Cop.-Nic.  Clad  Copper  1986 

KM-lla 

(Portrait  of  Balboa) 

SPAIN 

5 Pesetas 

Copper-Nickel 

1980  Star 

KM- 134 

(Portrait  of  King  Carlos  I,  80  in  star  - Madrid  Mintmarie,  World  Cup  Soccer 

Games) 

TRINIDAD 

1 Cent 

Bronze 

1990 

KM-29 

AND  TOBAGO  (Ballsier  Hummingbird) 

URUGUAY 

1 New  Peso 

Copper-Nickel 

1980So 

KM-74 

VENEZUELA 

5 Centimos 

Nickel-Clad  Steel 

1986 

KM -49a 

EDITORS  NOTE:  "The  Hoard  of  1992"  actually  came  from  a drawer  in  the  desk  of  a 
cashier  at  a resort  hotel  in  Florida.  They  were  tossed  in  there  during  the  last  ten  years  and 
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were  found  when  going  through  change  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank.  They  most  likely  were 
given  as  tips  (accidentally)  by  visiting  foreign  guests  for  service  by  the  service  staff.  This 
listing  provides  a true  record  of  the  demographics  or  travel  pattern  of  the  people  who  visited 
the  hotel. 


ANS  TO  UPDATE  COLLECTION:  It  has  been  recently  noted  that  the  American 

Numismatic  Society  has  taken  prudent  steps  to  enlarge  their  collection  to  include  the 
specimens  of  recent  base  metal  coins  of  the  world,  by  seeking  numismatists  to  collect  and 
send  to  the  ANS  each  year  types  which  may  some  day  be  helpful  in  identifying  a "hoard"  like 
the  above.  Anyone  interested  should  contact  the  ANS  in  New  York. 

Roger  deWardt  Lane  - Author  and  Recipient  of  "The  Hoard  of  1992" 

NI  MEMBER  PUBLISHED  IN  GUINNESS  BOOK  OF  WORLD  RECORDS  (1991) 
and  UMCA  BOOK  OF  RECORDS  1993 


Jatinder  Mahajan,  a numismatist  from  Damtal  H.P.,  has  collected  23,100  antique  coins 
of  India.  These  coins,  all  pre-British,  contain  issues  from  Adumbar,  Vamika, 
Kunnida,  Yaudheyas  and  complete  series  of  Kushan,  Kashmir  Kings,  Kashmir  Sultans, 
Kangra  Maharaja,  Delhi  Sultans  and  Delhi  Mughals.  The  age  of  these  coins  range 
from  the  sixth  century  B.C.  to  1500  A.D.  and  contains  coins  of  every  century,  and 
every  ruler  in  an  area  of  northern  India  between  the  Ravi  and  Bias  Rivers.  For  those 
members  who  would  like  to  congratulate  and  or  correspond  with  Mr.  Mahajan,  he 
may  be  reached  at:  c/o  Punjab  Salt  Traders,  G.  T.  Road,  Damtal  (H.P.)  176403  India. 

SILVER  ARGENTEUS 

The  coinage  reform  of  Diocletian  introduced  the  silver  Argenteus.  This  coin  was 
approximately  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as  the  Denarii  of  Nero’s  time. 
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PRIVATE  IVAN  R.  SHEPPARD 


Joseph  H.  Zaffern,  Southfield,  Michigan,  NI  #2028 

About  a year  ago,  a local  coin  dealer  purchased  a portion  of  the  estate  of  a member 
of  the  U.S.  forces  sent  to  Russia  at  the  end  of  World  War  1.  These  troops  were  sent 
to  protect  Allied  interests  during  the  Russian  Revolution., 

This  article  is  essentially  an  inventory  that  gives  some  idea  of  what  monies  circulated 
in  that  time  and  place. 

The  material  belonged  to  Private  Ivan  R.  Sheppard  of  Rose  City,  Michigan.  He 
served  with  the  1st  Battalion,  Company  A of  the  310th  Engineers  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces,  Elope  Expedition  (the  Polar  Bears).  His  papers  indicate  he  was 
in  Northern  Russia  on  January  13,  1919. 

Private  Sheppard’s  personal  papers  consisted  of  1905-1906  8th  and  9th  grade  report 
cards  and  a form  indicating  he  quit  school  in  1907  from  the  Rose  City  schools.  Also 
included  was  a January  1911  vaccination  certificate. 

Receipts  for  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  dues  for  Encampment  #17 1/100F, 
Lodge  441  for  1914,  1915  and  1916  rounded  out  the  personal  material. 


The  remainder  of  the  group  consisted  of  coins  and  paper  money  as  follows: 

Chihuahua,  Mexico  notes  P-S  530e  (3  pcs.)  dated  10-10-15  and  P-S  532d 
dated  8-20-15.  It  is  possible  that  Private  Sheppard  served  near  the  border 
during  the  Mexican  Revolution  and  may  even  have  taken  part  in  the  punitive 
raids  into  Mexico  in  response  to  those  of  Pancho  Villa. 


All  the  rest  of  the  material  is  Russian.  The  coins  consisted  of  well  worn  coppers. 
Good  to  Fine,  as  follows: 


Y48.1  (7  pcs.) 

Y9.2  & Y9.3  (21  pcs.) 
Y10.2  (6  pcs.) 

Y12.2  (2  pcs.) 


1/2  Kopeck 

1 Kopeck 

2 Kopeck 
5 Kopeck 


1909-1912 
1897-1915 
1895-1910 
1868  & 1878 


The  silver  coins  were  of  a much  higher  grade,  nearly  uncirculated,  as  follows: 


Y20a.2  (2  pcs.) 

Y20a.3 

Y22a.2 


10  Kopeck 
10  Kopeck 
20  Kopeck 


1906  & 1910 

1915 

1915 


While  it  is  a small  sample,  it  does  appear  that  the  low  value  coins  circulated  quite 
freely  and  that  the  higher  value  pieces  were  less  available.  While  this  is  to  be 
expected  in  a relatively  poor  country  it  could  just  reflect  Private  Sheppard’s  inability 
to  pay  for  higher  denomination  coins;  thus  he  was  able  to  acquire  few  samples. 
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Private  Sheppard  also  brought  home  a large  group  of  Russian  banknotes  as  follows: 


Russia: 


P-9  (2  pcs.) 

3 Rubles 

1905 

P-15  (4  pcs.) 

1 Ruble 

1898  (1915) 

P-22 

15  Kopecks 

ND  (1915) 

P-24 

1 Kopeck 

ND  (1915-17) 

P-25  (4  pcs.) 

2 Kopecks 

ND  (1915-17) 

P-26  (3  pcs.) 

3 Kopecks 

ND  (1915-17) 

P-31  (4  pcs.) 

50  Kopecks 

ND  (1915-17) 

P-35a 

5 Rubles 

1909  (1917) 

P-39 

40  Rubles 

ND  (1917) 

North  Russia  - Archangel  Government 


P-S  101  (2  pcs.) 

3 Rubles 

ND  (1918) 

P-S  104 

25  Rubles 

ND  (1918) 

Government  of  the  North  Region  - North  Russia 


P-S  131  (46  pcs.) 

10  Kopecks 

ND  (1919) 

P-S  132  (5  pcs.) 

20  Kopecks 

ND  (1919) 

P-S  133  (4  pcs.) 

50  Kopecks 

ND  (1919) 

P-S  144 

1 Ruble 

1919 

P-S  145 

3 Rubles 

1919 

P-S  152 

1 Ruble  Revalidated  P-ld 

1919 

P-S  153 

1 Ruble  Revalidated  P-15 

1919 

The  regular  Russian  notes  all  showed  fairly  heavy  signs  of  circulation  while  the 
specialized  notes,  those  of  North  Russia,  were  very  high  grade  (mostly  uncirculated). 
Quite  possibly  all  this  indicates  was  that  Sheppard  was  stationed  in  this  area  and  was 
able  to  acquire  the  notes  when  they  were  new. 

I am  by  no  means  an  expert  in  this  area.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  provide  an 
inventory  of  one  soldier’s  accumulation  during  an  historically  interesting  and 
important  period.  Hopefully  this  will  be  of  help  to  someone  studying  this  era. 

If  nothing  else,  we  can  certainly  imagine  the  colorful  life  of  Private  Ivan  R.  Sheppard 
through  the  coins  and  notes  he  gathered  during  his  adventures. 
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FROM  THE  ARCHIVES  - HI 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  Nl  #2382 

In  August  1796  The  Gentleman’ s Magazine  (vol.  66.2,  pp.639-640)  published  the 
illustration  below,  together  with  the  following  account  of  it  by  "R".  The  letter  is  of 
great  antiquarian  interest  in  that  it  gathers  together  various  attempts  to  decipher  the 
significance  of  the  piece  in  question,  thus  forming  a miniature  history  of  its 
interpretation: 

"No.VII  is  a piece  of  gold  found  in  St  Giles  parish  in  Oxford.  It  has  been 
frequently  engraved,  but  never  correctly;  I have  therefore  given  a facsimile  of 
it,  which  will  show  how  ill  founded  some  of  the  opinions  are  which  were 
formed  from  those  imperfect  representations. 


I cannot  discover  at  what  time  it  was  found;  but  it  was  first  noticed  in  Plot’s 
Oxfordshire,  in  1677.  He  has  engraved  only  that  side  on  which  the  figure  is 
raised  (it  being  sunk  on  the  other),  and  supposes  it  to  be  a touch-piece  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  from  the  letters  ECO,  which  he  imagined  he  had 
discovered  upon  it.  See  Plot’s  Oxfordshire,  2d  edition,  p.359. 

Walker,  in  a Dissertation  prefixed  to  Gibson’s  edition  of  Camden’s  Britannia , 
in  1694,  p.cli,  thinks  the  figure  is  of  a woman  veiled  (not  unlike  a nun); 
whether  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  or  some  other  holy  woman,  he  cannot 
determine;  but  thinks  it  more  proper  for  a touch-piece  than  that  now  used  of 
an  angel,  which  was  taken  from  the  French.  His  engraving  is  of  the  same  side 
as,  but  is  not  copied  from,  Plot’s. 

Thoresby,  in  Notes  upon  the  Coins  in  the  second  edition  of  Gibson’s  Camden, 
in  two  volumes,  1722,  p.ccii,  thinks  it  an  amulet,  but  says  nothing  either  of  the 
figure  or  the  letters,  only  that  E C can  never  mean  Edward  Confessor,  as  he 
is  never  so  styled  on  any  money  or  medal. 

Evelyn  only  gives  Dr  Plot’s  opinion  of  it;  and  adds,  that  it  is  not  a medal, 
because  it  has  neither  legend  nor  reverse,  Numismata,  1697,  p.84. 

Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  first  engraved  both  sides.  He  gives  no  opinion  upon  it. 
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only  contradicts  Plot  as  to  its  being  a touch-piece;  and  Walker  as  to  its  being 
money.  The  letters  on  his  engraving  are  ECOVSQ.  See  Numismat.  Ang.  Sax. 
&c.  at  the  end  of  the  first  volume  of  Hickes’s  Thesaurus,  1705,  p.162. 

Thwaites  calls  it  nummus,  and  supposes  the  head  to  represent  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  letters  to  be  CAZ Cl,  i.e.  Christus  Alpha  et  Omega.  See  Notae  in  Anglo 
Sax.  Nummos,  ad  calcem  Wottoni  Consp.  brevis  Thes.  Ling.  vet.  Sept.  Auctore 
G.  Hickesiq,  1708,  p.  18. 

Heame  (in  an  account  of  Antiquities  in  and  about  Oxford,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  volume  of  Leland’s  Itinerary,  p.143  of  the  third  edition,  originally 
published  in  1711)  is  of  the  opinion  that  Z for  et  did  not  begin  to  be  used  till 
about  the  time  of  Edward  III,  being  borrowed  from  the  in  manuscripts.  He 
could  discover  no  other  letters  than  behind  the  head,  and  under  the  chin, 
-t-O.  If  Christus  Alpha  et  Omega  had  been  intended  it  would  have  been  in  this 
form  . He  conjectures  that  +£2  O may  be  nothing  more  than  XPIETO 
XOTHPI;  in  which  case  the  figure  may  represent  our  Saviour.  Or  that, 
whereas  on  one  side  of  the  piece  the  O is  placed  before  the  +,  the  + may 
signify  either  the  cross  or  our  Saviour,  and  the  O may  be  an  adverb  of  calling; 
and  then  the  letters  O will  stand  for  XOXON  or  XOXON;  and  it  may  be  a 
piece  similar  to  those  coins  mentioned  by  Du  Fresne,  as  being  struck  by  the 
most  wicked  emperors  with  the  cross  upon  them  in  token  of  repentance. 
Should  this  prove  such  a medal,  the  figure  will  then  represent  the  prince  who, 
to  signify  his  penitence,  invoked  either  our  Saviour  or  the  cross;  and  that  it  is 
a prince  appears  from  the  triple  crown,  our  Saviour  being  represented  with 
rays,  or  something  equivalent.  He  recommends  it  to  those  who  have  leisure 
to  compare  it  with  Scheffer’s  discourse  De  Orbibus  tribus  aureis  in  Scania 
erutis  & terra.  Holmiae,  1675,  8vo. 

Wise  thinks  it  may  have  been  an  ornament  to  a book,  or  some  other  household 
furniture.  He  seems  to  doubt  whether  there  are  any  letters  on  it,  though  the 
same  appear  on  his  engraving  of  both  sides  as  are  on  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine’s. 
See  Nummorum  Antiq.  Serin.  Bodleianis  reconditorum  Catalogus,  1750.  p.232. 

Pegge  thinks  the  figure  is  our  Saviour,  and  all  the  letters  are  inverted,  except 
the  G.  When  placed  upright,  he  reads  them  EGO  A Z O;  or  Ego  Alpha  & 
Omega;  he  supposes  it  to  have  been  worn  about  the  neck,  either  as  an 
ornament,  or  perhaps  as  an  amulet  or  charm.  See  a Series  of  Dissertations  on 
some  Anglo-Saxon  Remains,  1756,  p.27.  He  has  engraved  both  sides.  Sir 
John  Peshall,  in  his  History  of  the  City  of  Oxford,  1773,  p.221,  says  the  letters 
are  O and  XO;  but  gives  no  opinion  as  to  its  use. 

These  are  all  the  accounts  of  this  famous  jewel  that  I have  met  with.  I have 
brought  them  together,  that  they  may  be  compared  with  an  exact 
representation  of  the  piece,  in  hope  that  some  of  your  correspondents  will 
favour  you  with  their  opinion  upon  it." 

So,  what  is  this  piece,  after  all  that?  Paul  Withers  tells  me  it  is  a Scandinavian  gold 
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bracteate  from  the  4th  - 9th  centuries  AD,  and  style  and  size  suggesting  that  it  is  more 
towards  the  later  than  the  earlier  date.  The  figure,  he  adds,  is  reputed  to  be  Odin. 
Marcus  Phillips  echoes  this:  "This  is  a Viking  jewel  bracteate  not  a coin"  Cf.  K. 
Erslev’s  Medieval  Coins  in  the  Christian  J.  Thomsen  Collection  (1992),  p.lll  (nos. 
1462  ff.). 

All  the  same,  it  is  interesting  to  see  the  wheels  of  17th  and  18th  century  speculation 
in  motion. 

******************************************************************** 


MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

Ed  Shlieker 

Do  you  know  that  the  Bank  of  London  and  the  German-Southamerican  Bank  of  Berlin 
were  very  active  in  Mexico  during  the  revolutionary  period?  They  both  issued 
emergency  bank  checks  for  currency.  They  are  the  state  of  Coahuila  releases  on 
Banco  de  Londres  y Mexico  and  the  Deutsch-Sudamerikanische  Bank  (Berlin). 
Foreign  banks  in  other  states  also  exist  too  numerous  to  list  at  this  time. 

**************************************** **************************** 


NEW  ZEALAND  1940  COINS 

Did  you  know  that  the  New  Zealand  issues  dated  1940  were  released  into  circulation 
in  1939? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 


*********************************************** ********************* 


PUERTO  RICO  COINS  WITHDRAWN 

Did  you  know  that  Puerto  Rico’s  coins  were  withdrawn  from  circulation  in  1900  and 
exchanged  a the  rate  of  U.S.  60  cents  per  peso? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 


********************************************^^^^^^^^ 


"TREIZIN  DE  MARIAGE" 

In  the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  France  issued  silver  "Treizin  de  Manage",  or  Denier 
for  Mamage  coins.  These  silver  Deniers  were  used  as  Good  Luck  pieces. 
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LORD  SELKIRK’S  SILVER 


Joseph  H.  Zaffern,  Southfield,  Michigan,  NI  #2028 


During  his  unsuccessful  raid  on  Scotland  to  capture  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  on  23  April 
1778,  troops  under  the  command  of  John  Paul  Jones  were  allowed  to  confiscate  the 
Earl’s  family  silver  for  prize  money.  (Prize  money  was  the  crew’s  chance  for 
monetary  reward  from  the  capture  of  enemy  property  during  the  eighteenth  century.) 

Said  to  weigh  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  ounces,  the  silver  was  taken  to  the  French 
military  port  of  Brest  to  be  sold  at  auction.  However,  since  there  was  no  market  in 
France  for  English  silver  of  that  style,  the  service  was  valued  only  as  bullion. 

In  a chivalrous  gesture  of  the  time,  Jones  bought  the  silver  himself  to  return  it  to  the 
Earl  after  the  war  was  over.  He  paid  the  estimated  price  of  3000  livres,  which,  after 
the  substantial  commission  to  the  prize  agents  had  been  paid,  went  to  his  crew  as  their 
share  from  its  capture. 

These  are  the  facts  as  related  in  Samuel  Eliot  Morison’s  John  Paul  Jones  "A  Sailor’s 
Biography". 

I had  read  this  book  many  years  ago  and  remembered  this  as  an  amusing  little 
historical  episode.  Re-reading  it  recently  I noticed  that  something  seemed  wrong  with 
this  story. 

A quick  reference  to  my  copy  of  the  Deluxe  ANA  Centennial  Edition  of  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  shows  the  problem.  Checking  under  France  in  Volume  I at 
page  750,  we  find  that  1 livre  equals  20  sols  or  that  6 livres  are  equal  to  an  ecu. 
Therefore,  the  3000  livres  that  John  Paul  Jones  paid  equals  60,000  sols  or  500  ecus. 

Turning  to  page  760  we  find  that  in  1778  the  C-76  24  sol  coin  contained  0.172 
ounces  of  pure  silver.  60,000  sols  of  this  coin  would  weight  430  troy  ounces  of  pure 
silver.  Using  the  C-47a  and  C-78  ecus  current  at  the  time,  and  multiplying  their 
silver  content  of  0.8695  ounces  times  500  we  arrive  at  a total  silver  weight  of  434.75 
ounces  of  pure  silver  in  ecus. 

Obviously  something  is  wrong  here.  Jones  paid  the  equivalent  of  430  ounces  of  silver 
(3000  livres)  in  coin  for  only  250  ounces  of  silver  bullion. 

In  his  notes  Mr.  Morison  mentions  that  the  figures  are  based  on  a letter  from  the 
Swiss  merchant  and  prize  agent  named  Schweighauser  to  Arthur  Lee  of  30  December 
1779  and  that  this  is  almost  twice  the  bullion  price,  assuming  the  reported  weight  of 
the  silver  service  was  correct. 

Is  this  the  problem?  Was  the  estimate  of  weight  reported  incorrectly?  Are  we 
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dealing  with  the  sale  of  around  500  ounces  of  silver  bullion,  not  250,  for  the 
equivalent  of  430  ounces  in  coin? 

Or  was  John  Paul  Jones  swindled  by  the  prize  agent?  Like  all  sea  captains  he  was 
in  a hurry,  already  preparing  for  his  next  mission  and  anxious  to  be  away. 
Furthermore,  Jones  was  personally  embarrassed  by  the  "theft"  of  the  private  property 
of  the  Selkirk’s,  and  probably  wanted  to  get  the  sale  over  and  done  with.  Did  the 
agents  in  Brest,  knowing  this,  simply  inflate  the  value  of  the  captured  silver  in  order 
to  increase  the  size  of  their  commission? 

Jones  also  had  constant  difficulty  in  getting  prize  money  and  was  in  dire  need  of 
supplies  for  his  ships.  One  of  the  American  Commissioners  in  Paris  was  Arthur  Lee, 
and  he  and  the  various  merchants  and  agents  who  worked  for  him  were  political  foes 
of  Jones.  Lee  wanted  another  officer  to  command  the  American  naval  forces  in  the 
area  and  did  what  he  could  to  make  Jones  look  bad.  Could  the  discrepancy  in  the 
figures  have  resulted  from  some  sort  of  chicanery  by  these  political  opponents  of 
Jones? 

Are  we  dealing  with  a mere  lack  of  accurate  historical  records,  or  was  there  some 
more  sinister  explanation  for  the  discrepancy  in  the  value  of  the  Selkirk  silver? 

I don’t  know  the  answer  to  any  of  these  questions.  What  I do  know  is  that  just  a 
little  knowledge  of  numismatics  has  added  a lot  of  spice  to  my  reading. 
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TWO-UP 

Mike  Davis,  Piqua,  Ohio,  NI  # 2392 

Two-Up  is  an  Australian  gambling  game  using  two  of  the  pre-decimal  large  pennies. 
The  game  originated  when  Australia  was  still  a penal  colony,  around  1800. 
Originally  it  was  played  with  three  pennies.  To  play  the  game,  two  pennies  are 
placed  on  the  kip  (a  wooden  paddle  about  six  inches  by  one  and  a half  inches),  one 
with  the  head  up,  the  other  with  the  head  down.  The  coins  are  then  thrown  into  the 
air  about  nine  feet  from  the  ground,  with  a twist  of  the  wrist  to  make  them  spin,  and 
are  then  allowed  to  fall  to  the  ground.  Players  place  bets  on  certain  consecutive 
combinations  of  the  landed  coins.  This  game  has  been  illegal  since  1912,  but  may 
be  played  in  licensed  casinos. 

I wonder  how  many  scarce  pennies  and  trade  tokens  have  been  worn  down  to  the 
lowest  grades  by  playing  this  game  over  the  last  190  years? 
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NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


[The  great  English  archaeologist  Sir  William  Matthew  Flinders  Petrie 
(1853-1942),  noted  for  his  important  excavations  in  Egypt  and 
Palestine,  discussed  coins  as  a source  of  history  in  a small  volume 
published  in  1919.] 

"A  fund  of  varied  information  lies  in  coinage,  which  has  been  tardily  and  partly 
recognised.  An  all-round  knowledge  of  the  coinage  is  one  of  the  most  essential 
materials  for  any  one  who  studies  a period.  It  gives  a consecutive  framework  of 
history,  and  a sense  of  the  relative  civilisation  and  spirit  of  an  age,  more  completely 
than  from  any  other  point  of  view.  Coins  put  your  finger  on  the  living  pulse  of  the 
organism;  you  can  feel  the  little  fluctuations  of  ability  and  outlook  in  every  decade, 
you  sense  the  awful  dissolution  of  the  Empire  already  beneath  its  fair  exterior  under 
Antoninus,  you  feel  the  deadly  chill  patent  under  Aurelius,  and  know  that  there  is  no 
hope,  although  the  dissolution  takes  a century  more  to  penetrate  all  society,  and  to 
produce  the  miserable  minimi  of  Tetricus.  A crude  militarism  supervenes,  figured  in 
the  stiff,  harsh  busts  of  Aurelian  or  Diocletian,  which  have  lost  even  the  little  life  that 
remained,  and  then  the  swamp  into  barbarism  goes  on  till  the  depth  of  the  Vllth 
century  is  reached. 

"The  unbroken  series  of  coins  makes  all  this  a matter  of  instinctive  perception, 
without  trusting  to  the  fragments  of  a literature  riddled  with  lacunae.  Look  back 
earlier  to  Sicily,  and  see  the  fascinating,  swarthy,  passionate  faces  that  tell  the  tale  of 
mixed  blood  of  Carthaginian  and  Greek,  plainer  than  any  history;  or,  again,  at  the 
dignified  and  frigid  beauty  of  the  northerners  in  Macedonia;  see  the  pictorial  spirit  of 
the  old  Cretan  art  surviving.  In  the  heavy  business-like  faces  of  the  Attalids  is  plainly 
writ  the  nature  of  that  astute  and  wealthy  dynasty;  the  degradation  of  the  Seleucidae 
passes  before  us,  from  the  keen  founder  down  to  the  curled  inanities  who  were 
swamped  by  Rome. 

"The  outskirts  of  the  ancient  world  are  presented  to  us  in  coinage  far  more  than  in 
literature.  The  triumph  of  the  Greek  in  starting  Bactrian  civilisation,  which  so  largely 
reacted  on  India,  would  be  unknown  to  us  but  for  the  long  series  of  coins,  purely 
Greek  at  first,  and  gradually  assimilating  the  Indian  language,  designs,  and  gods,  until 
when  the  Scythian  broke  in,  he  also  adopted  Greek.  The  long-coated  tarbushed  Tatar, 
who  straddles  on  the  thick  copper  coins,  is  proud  to  call  himself  by  Greek  titles  and 
epithets.  In  another  outpost,  the  Greek  penetration  of  the  Crimea  is  shown  in  the 
series  of  Bosphorian  coins  of  the  long-haired  Sarmatian  kings,  whose  work  steadily 
degrades  side  by  side  with  that  of  Rome,  down  to  its  disappearance  under 
Constantine. 

"Another  help  that  coinage  gives  us  is  by  the  evidence  of  the  diffusion  of  trade  stand- 
ards of  weight.  The  course  of  trade  naturally  imposed  the  weights  of  the  trader,  and 
money  used  was  required  to  agree  with  that  prevalent  in  the  main  lines  of  demand; 
a colony  naturally  took  with  it  the  weights  of  its  parent  city,  though  often  accom- 
modated to  its  surroundings.  Thus  Canada  uses  English  weights,  but  in  currency  has 
yielded  to  the  force  of  Spanish  trade  which  established  the  dollar  in  Mexico... 
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"The  decay  of  coinage  is  another  branch  of  history,  which  serves  as  an  index  to  the 
moral  stability  of  the  times.  Where  a standard  is  well  maintained  it  is  pretty  evident 
that  there  is  foresight  and  prudence  in  the  government.  The  aureus  was  worth  £1 
under  Augustus;  down  to  18s.  6d.  under  the  Antonines,  it  slipped  to  17s.  by  Caracalla, 
and  down  to  14s.  or  12s.  under  Gordian  in.  Though  very  irregular  in  the  fflrd 
century,  it  became  fixed  at  12s.  by  Diocletian,  and  onward  through  the  early 
Byzantine  age.  Then,  copied  as  the  solidus,  it  still  ran  down  through  the  Middle 
Ages,  till  the  sou  has  ended  at  lAd.,  though  even  that  went  down  to  nothing  when 
transformed  in  assignats.  The  ruble,  which  was  4s.  6d.  a century  ago,  is  now  a penny 
or  less.  The  milrei,  which  was  5s.  7d.,  is  now  14d.  in  Brazil.  The  piastre  or  pilastro, 
or  Spanish  dollar,  which  circulated  in  Egypt  at  4s.,  is  now  worth  2l/id.  The  English 
currency  has  perhaps  run  down  less  than  any  other.  The  Saxon  penny  was  22  grains, 
and  the  Scilling  4 or  5 pence,  88  or  110  grains;  our  shilling  remains  at  83  grains, 
while  the  penny  has  gone  down  to  rather  less  than  half  its  value  in  a thousand  years." 

Some  Sources  of  Human  History , by  W.  M. 

Flinders  Petrie,  Hon.  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. 

F.B.A.  The  Macmillan  Co.,  New  York  & 

London,  1919.  Pages  74-78 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ «|^  i^.  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ k|^  k^.  k^.  k^.  k|.  k^.  k^.  k^.  k^«  k^*  k^.  k^.  ^ k|*  *^/  k^.  k^k  k^.  k^«  k^.  k|^  k|.  k^*  k^k  kjk  kj^ 


USSR  COIN  LEGEND 

Did  you  know  that  early  Soviet  Union  coins  have  on  the  obverse  the  inscription  which 
translates:  "Workers  of  the  World  Unite"? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 

'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k’k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-.k'k'k 


EARLY  THAI  COINAGE  WITHOUT  PORTRAITS 

Did  you  know  that  early  Thailand  coins  have  no  portrait?  The  Thais  believed  that 
when  a picture  was  made  and  taken  away  a portion  of  that  person’s  life  went  with  it. 

(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 

i'******************************************************************* 


STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS  REDUCED  SIZE  SILVER  COINS 

Did  you  know  that  the  size  of  the  Straits  Settlements  50  Cents  and  1 Dollar  coins 
were  reduced  in  size  in  1907  to  prevent  them  from  being  smelted  by  the  Chinese? 

(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 
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Edward  J.  Moschetti,  P.  0.  Box  4094,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15201:  Will  buy,  sell  or 
trade  Disney  silver  and  gold  proof  medals  as  issued  by  the  Rarities  Mint.  Will  also 
consider  exchanging  your  proof  coins  for  my  medals.  Have  other  offers  in  trade. 
Send  your  list  of  offers  or  trades  with  prices. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  30  Pleasant  St.,  Colebrook,  NH  03576:  Have  collected 
English  Farthings  for  years,  and  as  a result  have  a large  number  of  duplicates  in  fine, 
good,  or  indifferent  condition.  Want  to  up-grade  some  in  my  own  collection.  Will 
swap  to  your  advantage.  Don’t  send,  haggle  first. 

Ron  Guth,  P.  O.  Box  929,  Winchester,  KY  40392-0929:  Wanted  - German  coins 
from  1700  to  date  including  States,  Colonies,  Empire,  Weimar,  Third  Reich,  West  and 
East,  patterns,  medals,  etc. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626:  Need 
photocopies  of  Vietnamese  Treasury  Bonds  from  any  regime  for  my  research  and 
eventual  inclusion  in  my  books  about  Viet  Nam.  There  are  many  varieties  of  interest 
to  me  because  of  their  overstamps  to  alter  the  interest  rates  and/or  due  dates.  I 
especially  want  to  see  the  1,000,000  Dong  bond  from  the  Republic  of  Viet  Nam.  Call 
703-560-0744,  if  this  is  easier  for  you  to  initially  contact  me. 

Gerhard  Schon,  Postfach  71  09  08,  D-81459  Miinchen,  Germany:  BUY  OR 

BORROW  for  my  own  reference  — MODERN  GOLD/SILVER  COINS  by  the 
Gold/Silver  Institute,  from  the  beginning  of  the  series  in  the  1960s  up  to  the  1984 
issue.  Please  write  before  mailing. 

Gustav  Lompa,  Leuchterstr.  221,  51069  Koln,  Germany:  WANTED  - Medals 
relating  to  Ottoman  Empire  history  (persons,  events).  Single  offers  or  lists  welcome. 
Please  describe  and  write  before  mailing. 

William  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Information  on  error  coins 
available,  and  wanted.  A data  base  of  known  World  mis-struck  coins  is  being  kept. 
Over  1400  different  brockages,  off-centers,  double  strikes,  etc.  are  listed  in  detail.  If 
you  would  like  information  on  the  coins  of  any  country,  or  can  provide  information 
on  any  that  you  own,  or  have  seen  for  sale,  please  write. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage.  From  622  AD  to  1900  AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  pages  224-225  of  the  October,  1993  issue  for 
rules  regarding  sending  items  in  for  attribution,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 
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